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chief contributors are Professor Sayce, who writes on Arioch, Chedor- 
laomer, Darius, Elam, Ellasar, and Esarhaddon ; Professor Price, who 
contributes articles on Accad, Assurbanipal, Belshazzar, Chaldaea; 
Dr. Pinches, who discusses Calneh, Carchemish. It is evident that 
the work of these writers is (i) scholarly and accurate, (2) as far as it 
relates to Old Testament subjects, cautious and conservative. The 
surprising right-about-face in respect to Old Testament views per- 
formed by Professors Sayce and Hommel finds expression in their 
articles. We note few instances of discrepancy between the views of 
the writers. In respect to Manasseh's captivity, Sayce places it under 
Esarhaddon, Hommel under Assurbanipal. The feeblest piece of 
work is that by Ewing, in the article on Damascus, so far as he deals 
with the history of the city in Old Testament times. This should 
have been put into the hands of a competent Assyriologist. 

Taken altogether, therefore, the opinion which must be expressed 
of this first volume is one of appreciation and admiration. That all 
will agree with all of its positions was not, of course, to be expected, 
but the work is clearly invaluable for every clergyman and teacher. 
If it does nothing more than show to persons who have been in fear 
of modern scholarship that its saner results are helpful rather than 
injurious, its mission will be great. In a word, we have in the present 
work a dictionary of the Bible that is scientific, constructive, and 
modern. The Editors. 



History, Prophecy and the Monuments, or Israel and the Nations. 

By James Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor 
of Oriental Languages in University College, Toronto. 
Vol. II: To the Fall of Nineveh. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co., 1896. Pp. xxi+433. tZ- 

The first volume of this valuable work was noticed in the Biblical 
World for February, 1896. The promise that two volumes would 
complete the subject has broken down before the vast amount of 
material with which the author found himself confronted. He hopes 
now that a third volume will suffice. The historical field covered in 
Vol. II extends from the division of the Israelite kingdom to the fall 
of the Assyrian empire. Some of the most picturesque and stirring 
episodes of Old Testament history fall within these limits. Professor 
McCurdy's treatment is sober, scholarly, and reverent. An able Assyrian 
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scholar, he handles the difficult problems arising out of the relations 
of Hebrew and Assyrian history in this epoch with originality and 
thoroughness. We wish that it could also be added that his solutions 
of complicated questions have been uniformly successful, but this is 
too much to expect at present from any scholar. The most conspicu- 
ous failure in this respect is the discussion of Hezekiah's reign and 
particularly the western campaign of Sennacherib. In his endeavor 
to present a new and satisfactory harmonization of the biblical and 
Assyrian accounts the author leads his readers into a maze of confusion 
and contradiction. 

This historical material occupies but one-half, and that the latter 
half, of the book. The first two hundred pages contain a review of 
Hebrew social life, the description of the inner life of Israel. The 
importance of giving consideration to such an element of Hebrew his- 
tory is undeniable, and the material gathered by Professor McCurdy 
is of great value. Every reader will have reason to thank the author 
for giving himself to the arduous task of collecting and arranging 
these scattered facts. The organization of Hebrew society, the family, 
clan and tribe, influences of settlement, of the monarchy, classes of 
society, the slave, the stranger, the citizen, the officials, occupations, 
elements of social decay and regeneration — such are some of the topics 
discussed. They will come with great force and freshness to the 
ordinary reader, who seldom finds anything of the kind in the current 
manuals. But it is our conviction that the author could have made a 
much better arrangement of the material than that which gathers it all 
in one place, breaking up the continuity of his historical presentation 
and thus endangering the unity of impression so necessary for the 
reader. Still, the determination of this point must lie with the indi- 
vidual reader, who, if he has the courage and persistence to push 
through, will find himself amply rewarded. 

Judging from certain indications in this volume. Professor McCurdy's 
critical position may be said to be moderately advanced and advan- 
cing. He leans rather too much in the direction of the historicity of 
the Chronicler to satisfy most scientific historians, but, in the present 
unsettled state of many historical questions and the lack of adequate 
external evidence, such inclinations are not unjustifiable. 

The warm welcome given to the first volume and the continued 
interest which it has excited will certainly be extended to this new 
volume, and will give it a claim to an important place in the library of 
books indispensable for biblical study. 



BOOK REVIEWS 1 3 5 

The broad scope, the admirable scholarship, the reverent spirit 
which this work exhibits recommend it to every student of the Old 
Testament history. 

G. S. G. 



Het Oude Testament opnieuw uit den grondtekst overgezet, en van 

inleidingen en aanteekeningen voorzien door wijlen Dr. A. 
KuENEN, wijlen Dr. I. Hooykaas, Dr. W. H. Kosters, en 
Dr. H. Oort. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers i-vii. 
88. Leyden : E. J. Brill, 1897-8. In five parts. Pp.320. 
Price of each part, $o.Zq. 

This important work was planned in 1852 by the synod of the 
Reformed church of Holland and actually commenced soon afterwards. 
It came to a stand, however, through the violence of party feeling and 
was not resumed until 1885, when Professor Kuenen took it in hand 
again with the assistance of his three most distinguished students: 
Heeren Hooykaas, Kosters, and Oort. His death in 1891, and that of 
Dr. Hooykaas, must have delayed the completion of the work, but did 
not prevent it. The two surviving scholars persevered, and the new 
version, with introductions and commentary, is now coming out in parts. 
As Dr. Kosters died last December, the responsibility devolves now on 
Dr. Oort alone. The work is expected to comprise thirty-four to 
thirty-six parts, which will be issued, as far as possible, monthly. The 
publication will therefore extend over about three years. 

Its chief distinctive characteristics are the following : (i) The 
translation is based on a critically revised text. (2) It is composed in 
good modern Dutch. (3) The text is accompanied by notes and 
introductions which give the results of the scientific research of the 
last half century in a popular form, the first attempt, it is believed, of 
its kind. Germany, it is true, has a critical Revised Version, but no 
commentary like that which the Dutch scholars have endeavored to 
produce. (4) The point of view adopted throughout is that of " the 
so-called new criticism." The results of the latter are not only 
accepted, "but stated without disguise, in the conviction that truth is 
best promoted by never asking what is agreeable to a party or a 
community, but by always saying right out what is believed to be 
correct." 

The general introduction with which the work opens consists of 
four chapters, treating respectively of the Hebrew canon, its sub- 
divisions and extent ; the corruption of the traditional Hebrew text. 



